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US New World Screwworm 
Response
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New World screwworm –
What is it? 
Where have we been? 
Where are we now?
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Link

Timeline of New World Screwworm 
Cases and Response in the U.S.

Link

Starr County confirms first New 
World Screwworm case in the Rio 
Grande Valley

EXAMPLE HEADLINES - WHAT’S IN THE 
NEWS:
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Link

Are New World screwworm cases in 
Texas slowing down? Latest count, 
map

Link

Wisconsin Tightens Animal Import 
Rules as Part of New World 
Screwworm Mitigation Efforts

Link

FDA authorizes ivermectin to protect 
horses from New World screwworm

Link

Drug Earns FDA Approval for Treating 
New World Screwworm in Horses

Link

FDA issues emergency use 
authorization for ivermectin solution 
to prevent screwworm in horses

Link

Summer heat could pave way for New 
World screwworm to make its way to 
Oklahoma

Link

Missouri's animal movement 
regulations updated in response to 
New World screwworm

https://www.agriculture.com/timeline-of-new-world-screwworm-cases-and-response-in-the-u-s-11996255
https://www.krgv.com/news/starr-county-confirms-first-new-world-screwworm-case-in-the-rio-grande-valley
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2026/07/13/us-new-world-screwworm-texas-case-count-map-risk-to-dogs-humans/90900690007/
https://www.brownfieldagnews.com/news/wisconsin-tightens-animal-import-rules-as-part-of-new-world-screwworm-mitigation-efforts/
https://www.farmprogress.com/farm-policy/fda-authorizes-ivermectin-to-protect-horses-from-new-world-screwworm
https://www.morningagclips.com/drug-earns-fda-approval-for-treating-new-world-screwworm-in-horses/
https://www.dvm360.com/view/fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-for-ivermectin-solution-to-prevent-screwworm-in-horses
https://www.kosu.org/new-world-screwworm-summer-heat
https://www.komu.com/news/state/missouris-animal-movement-regulations-updated-in-response-to-new-world-screwworm/article_5721d1ea-335e-4bde-a1af-f6ed20553bad.html


New World screwworm (NWS, Cochliomyia 
hominivorax)

The adult screwworm fly is about the size of a common housefly 
(or slightly larger) with orange eyes, metallic blue or green body, 
and three dark stripes along the back. The term screwworm 
refers to the screw-like shape of the larvae that feed on the host 
animal. These are aggressive larvae which burrow into living 
flesh causing serious, potentially fatal damage.





If you see maggots on an animal, contact your veterinarian. Visit USDA's 
website for more information about NWS in animals.
Veterinarians should report any suspicious cases immediately to their state 
animal health official and APHIS office.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm
https://www.usaha.org/saho
https://www.usaha.org/saho
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact/animal-health?filter=report+sick+or+dead+livestock%2C+aquatics%2C+or+poultry


Disease Transmission

• Female fly deposits eggs around a wound or mucous membrane 
opening
oUmbilicus, genitalia, eyes, ears
oWounds as small as a tick bite

• Larvae enter wound to feed on living tissue
• Compound/mixed infestations in one wound are common

oOther species of blowflies

• This disease is not transmitted animal to animal, animal to 
human, or vice versa



Clinical Signs

• Can be subtle – off feed, isolating from others in herd, and 
depression

• Larvae in wound usually visible by day 3 of infestation 
oWound may appear small on outside; however, the larvae will burrow 

deep into pockets under the skin
• Bloody discharge, foul odor
• Secondary bacterial infections
• Mortality

o If untreated, can be fatal in 7-14 days
oNear 100% mortality possible in umbilical infections of neonates



Treatment

• Parasiticides successful if administered early in the disease 
process

• Topical approach likely less effective
• NWS flies are attracted to wounds systemic treatments are more 

efficacious

• Residual action needed
• Lasting prevention (of infestation/reinfestion once the initial infestation is 

diagnosed and treated)

• Larvae are generally deep in wound pockets requiring 
penetration/contact or systemic distribution of the product
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History of Eradication An eradication program to remove 
the screwworm from the United 
States was started in 1957 using 
sterilization of flies developed by 
USDA’s Agricultural Research 
Service. NWS was effectively 
eradicated from the United States in 
1966.
An outbreak in the Florida Keys 
(October 2016) was successfully 
eradicated by March 2017 using this 
same method to eliminate New 
World screwworm from the United 
States once again.¹
Since 1984, Mexico and several 
countries in Central America had 
been declared free of screwworm... 
until recently.
¹https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-
disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-
map 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map


Current Situation

• Until June 2023, Panama was considered the biological barrier against 
this pest for the rest of Central and North America, through the 
dispersal of sterile flies from Lake Bayano to 20 nautical miles into 
Colombia.

• Currently, the screwworm (GBG) is present in all Central American 
countries and Mexico—most of which had been free of the pest for over 
20 years.1

• June 3, 2027 - First NWS case confirmed by USDA.
• As of August 6, there are currently 45 cases recorded, 5 of which are 

active.2

1 https://www.copeg.org/en/situacion-actual/ 

2 https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/MRP_PUB/views/NewWorldScrewwormPublicReporting_17805168329840/SummaryDashboard?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y 

https://www.copeg.org/en/situacion-actual/
https://www.copeg.org/en/situacion-actual/
https://www.copeg.org/en/situacion-actual/
https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/MRP_PUB/views/NewWorldScrewwormPublicReporting_17805168329840/SummaryDashboard?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/MRP_PUB/views/NewWorldScrewwormPublicReporting_17805168329840/SummaryDashboard?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
https://publicdashboards.dl.usda.gov/t/MRP_PUB/views/NewWorldScrewwormPublicReporting_17805168329840/SummaryDashboard?%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y
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What can we do?
What are we doing?

1
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Sterile Fly Release Program

• Female screwworm flies mate one time in their 21-day life span. As 
more sterile screwworm flies are released, the population of fertile 
screwworm flies decreases until the population dies out.1

• COPEG: The Panama–United States Commission for the Eradication 
and Prevention of Screwworm Infestation in Livestock (COPEG)

• Previous to the current outbreak, COPEG was producing 20-40 million eggs per 
week in order to keep suppression at the Darien Gap (capacity was/is 100 
million/week)

• Efforts are underway to increase production via efforts in Mexico and 
the US.

1 https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/new-world-screwworm-story-map


Options for Prevention and Treatment

• Drugs (FDA) – 
• Emergency Use Authorization
• Conditional Approval

• Pesticides (EPA/states) – 
• Section 18
• 2(ee) Recommendation



FDA’s 
Recommendations
The chart to the right shows extra-label 
product consideration for veterinarians.  
The products may be used under 
established Veterinary - Client - Patient -
Relationships.



USDA’s 
Recommendations



Products authorized for NWS in the US
• EPA Registered

• Catron IV

• EPA Section 18 registrations
• Farm:

• Tanidil

• FDA Conditional Approvals
• Farm: 

• Dectomax
• Exzolt Cattle

• Pet: 
• Credelio Quattro

• FDA Emergency Use Authorization (EUA)
• Farm: 

• Negasunt 
• F10 Antiseptic Wound Spray 

Insecticide
• F10 Antiseptic Barrier Ointment with 

Insecticide
• Ivermectin Liquid for Horses 

(ivermectin oral solution)
• Ivomec
• CLiK Extra

• Pet: 
• Credelio DOG, Credelio CAT
• NexGard, NexGard Combo (cats) 
• Nitenpyram Tablets
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FIFRA Section 2(ee) 
recommendations
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What is a 2(ee) recommendation?

• Section 2(ee) of FIFRA exempts special circumstances where it is 
permissible to use a pesticide in a manner for which it is not 
specifically labeled. 



What is a 2(ee) recommendation?

• Section 2(ee) of FIFRA exempts special circumstances where it is 
permissible to use a pesticide in a manner for which it is not 
specifically labeled. 

• A 2(ee) recommendation cannot be used to increase the dosage, 
concentration or frequency of an application, nor can it be used to 
decrease the preharvest (withdrawal) interval. 



What is a 2(ee) recommendation?

• Section 2(ee) of FIFRA exempts special circumstances where it is 
permissible to use a pesticide in a manner for which it is not 
specifically labeled. 

• A 2(ee) recommendation cannot be used to increase the dosage, 
concentration or frequency of an application, nor can it be used to 
decrease the preharvest (withdrawal) interval. 

• As related to NWS, this includes:
• Applying a pesticide against any target pest (e.g., NWS) not specified on the 

labeling, to a registered animal or site on the label unless the label only allows 
use for control of labeled pests.

• Employing any method of application not prohibited by the labeling, unless the 
label states that the product may be applied only by the methods specified on 
the label. 



EPA Perspectives

• EPA does not review 2(ee) recommendations
• A recommendation does not change the product registration
• Recommendations may be made by any “knowledgeable expert”
• Recommendations should acknowledge the invocation of FIFRA 

2(ee)



State Perspectives

• Some states may have additional data requirements prior to 
allowing a 2(ee) use or may not allow 2(ee) uses in their 
jurisdictions under any circumstances

• Examples:
• Texas
•  California 

• Indiana?

https://texasagriculture.gov/Regulatory-Programs/Pesticides/Pesticide-Product-Registration/Pesticide-Registration-2ee-Policy
https://texasagriculture.gov/Regulatory-Programs/Pesticides/Pesticide-Product-Registration/Pesticide-Registration-2ee-Policy
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/cac-letter/fifra-section-2ee-bulletins-and-conflict-with-labeling/




2(ee) Bulletins for Elanco Products

• Co-Ral Fly & Tick Spray
• Clean Up II
• CyLence Pour-On
• Permectrin CDS Pour-On
• Permectrin Dust
• Elector PSP
• Vapona
• CyLence Ultra (32 & 240ML)
• Permectrin II
• Co-Ral Flowable (restricted)



Elanco Resource Page https://farmanimal.elanco.com/
us/resources-new-world-
screwworm 

https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
https://farmanimal.elanco.com/us/resources-new-world-screwworm
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Questions?
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