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New World Screwworm
(Cochliomyia hominivorax) 

The name refers to the maggots' feeding behavior as 
they burrow (screw) into the wound, causing extensive 
(often deadly) damage by tearing at the hosts’ tissue 
with sharp mouth hooks. 



NWS Economic Impact

• Adjusting for inflation, a NWS 
outbreak of roughly moderate 
magnitude like the 1976 outbreak 
could cost Texas producers $561 
million per year and the Texas 
economy a loss of $1.4 billion.

• NWS threatens over $100 billion in 
United States economic activity tied 
to the cattle and livestock industry 
alone.
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Modeled Climatic Suitability 
for NWS Reemergence

Valdez-Espinoza et al. 2025







Texas Infested Zones



NWS:  Prevention & Treatment

Important Resource: https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/safety-
health/new-world-screwworm-information-veterinarians





Movement Restrictions
All livestock and companion animals coming from an NWS Infested 
Zone must:

• Be accompanied by an animal movement certificate (provided by state-
of-origin) approved by the state-of-origin and BOAH prior to shipment. 

• Be inspected by a USDA-accredited veterinarian within 5 days of 
departure and obtain a certificate of veterinary inspection (CVI) issued 
within 5 days of movement to Indiana. 

• Be accompanied by a CVI documenting application of an effective 
treatment for NWS: 

• Livestock and poultry species: applied within 14 days of movement unless going 
directly to slaughter. 

• Cats and dogs: applied within 5 days of movement 



Movement Restrictions
Indiana Animals Returning to Indiana 
Animals leaving Indiana for exhibitions or other temporary movements 
may return to Indiana on the same CVI used for travel if: 

• The CVI is still valid (less than 30 days) and 
• The animal has not traveled into an infested zone. 

Exhibition Requirements 
Currently, BOAH has not changed exhibition requirements for fairs or 
open shows. All out-of-state entries must meet applicable interstate 
requirements. 



Report Suspected NWS Cases
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