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Indiana Seed Control 2025 Annual Report 
 
 

Presented here within is the 2025 annual report of the Office of Indiana State Seed 
Commissioner.  It represents a summary of official inspectional activities related to seed control 
in Indiana, as well as laboratory analyses performed on official samples collected under the 
authority of Indiana Seed Law for agricultural and vegetable seeds distributed in Indiana. 

 

The activities of our seed regulatory program revolve around our mission statement: “Provide education and service 
to consumers of seed and the seed industry and assure a quality product is available in the marketplace and 
truthfully represented.” 

 

The Indiana Seed Law is a “truth-in-labeling” law requiring basic quality factors to be expressed to represent a level 
of quality to potential purchasers and consumers. The purpose of the law is to provide the consumers with adequate 
information, through fair and consistent labeling, to make intelligent purchases of agricultural and vegetable seed 
products. 

 

The inspection staff of the Office of Indiana State Chemist and Seed Commissioner provides marketplace surveillance 
throughout the state through inspectional visits to all retail sales outlets offering seed products for sale. These 
products routinely consist of various agricultural crop seeds, forage seeds, lawn and turf seeds, and vegetable seed 
kinds. Samples are obtained through official sampling methods and are analyzed in the Indiana State Seed 
Laboratory to determine compliance with labeled guarantees. 

 

Our office is a charter member of the Association of American Seed Control Officials (AASCO) and the Association of 
Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) and we abide by the rules and protocols established by those associations. This report 
accurately reflects the dedication to our statutory responsibilities to enforce the Indiana Seed Law and provide 
consumer protection to Indiana farmers, consumers, and seedsmen. 

 

Prepared and Submitted By: 
 

 
Jessica McVay 
Seed Administrator 
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ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS … 
Providing education, service and protection to Indiana consumers and industry to assure quality seed 
products of the highest integrity are truthfully represented and available in the marketplace. 

• OUR PURPOSE 
The Indiana Seed Law (IC 15-15-1) is administered by the Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed 
Commissioner. The purpose of the law is twofold: First, to give the purchaser sufficient information to 
enable them to buy good seed, and second, to protect the honest and reliable seedsman and the farmer 
from unscrupulous dealers. Our field, laboratory and office staff strive to carry out our mission in 
administration and enforcement of the Act. 

• ENFORCEMENT ACTION TAKEN IN 2025 

Enforcement action initiated in 2025 was dictated by the seriousness of the violations found as a 
result of either laboratory analysis or inspectional observations discovered during facility inspections.  

Samples tested in 2025:  
 

Official Samples Tested: 1343 
1033 

            190 
Official Samples Correctly Labeled: 
Samples Incorrectly Labeled: 
Total Tests Completed on Samples:           3091 

Breakdown of 2025 Violations: *multiple violations per sample in some 
cases  

Minor Violations Based on Product Analysis: (Relabeling Orders): 105 

Serious Violations Based on Product Analysis: (Stop Sale Orders): 74 

Technical Violations Based on Label Analysis (Requested Change): 11 

Inspector-Issued Stop Sale Order: 81 

Active Indiana Seed Permits 880 

Laboratory analysis done to verify label claims of “mechanical purity” (included Pure Seed %, other crop seed %, inert 
matter %, weed seed %, noxious weed seed), seed count, and “viability” (germination and hard seed,).  

* Relabeling orders issued against seed lots classified as “minor” violations as a result of laboratory analysis 
** Stop sale action taken against seed lots classified as “serious” violations as a result of laboratory analysis 

 

 

• USDA FEDERAL SEED ACT ENFORCEMENT 

13 samples were sent to the Federal Lab for apparent violations of the Federal Seed Act. The USDA 
monitored websites and sent letters for violations found.  



5 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

OUR PRESENCE IN INDIANA … 
The Indiana Seed Commissioner was established in 1921 with the passage of House Bill No. 99 which 
was signed into law on February 24, 1921 to create the Indiana Seed Law, a “truth-in-labeling” law. 

Seed testing facilities were established at Purdue University 
following passage of that first law to provide support to 
enforcement activities conducted under the authority of the law. 
Testing services were also provided for residents and consumers 
of the state to assess seed quality on seed purchased and grown 
by farmers. 

 
 
 
  
 
  
  

 
Indiana State Seed Laboratory over the years 

 

The Office of Indiana State Chemist and Seed Commissioner (OISC) is located on the campus of Purdue 
University and housed in the Biochemistry Building in the College of Agriculture. This proximity to 
faculty, researchers and extension staff in the various agricultural sciences is beneficial in providing 
information on new technologies constantly emerging in the regulated industries OISC meets. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Biochemistry Building 

175 S. University Street, Purdue University 
West Lafayette, IN 47907-206 
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS … 

The Office of the Indiana Seed Commissioner maintains membership in national seed organizations and 
associations and agreements with federal agencies. 

 

AASCO (Association of American Seed Control Officials) The Seed Commissioner’s office 

participates as an active member of AASCO The Association of American Seed Control Officials is an 
organization of seed regulatory officials from the United States and Canada. The Association was 
organized in 1949, from an outgrowth of regional meetings held in various parts of the United States. 
The members meet annually to discuss mutual concerns of seed law enforcement, to be updated on 
new developments in the seed industry, and to update the Recommended Uniform State Seed Law 
(RUSSL) which the organization developed and maintains as a "model" law for states and federal 
programs. 

AOSA (Association of Official Seed Analysts) The State Seed Laboratory is a member of 

AOSA a national body responsible for development of uniform testing rules utilized in the U.S. and 
Canada and recognized internationally. AOSA was formed in 1908 in response to initial attempts by 
individual states to develop seed laws. This was the beginning of regulated seed commerce in the 
United States. Initial priorities included, as was defined in the constitution, an attempt to seek 
uniformity and accuracy in methods, results, and reports. It set as its objective an effort to perfect and 
make publicly known, through publication, uniform rules for seed testing. Primary functions include: 

• Establish the AOSA Rules for Testing Seeds which are generally adopted by most states as the 
rules for testing seeds in their respective states. 

• Contribute to the refinement and modification of the rules and procedures for seed testing. 

• Ensure that testing procedures are standardized between analysts and between laboratories. 

• Influence and assist in enforcement of appropriate seed legislation at state and federal levels. 
 

USDA Seed Regulatory & Testing Branch - The Indiana Seed Commissioner’s Office 

maintains Cooperative Agreement #12-25-A-3330 with the USDA Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch for 
mutual assistance and cooperation in regulatory matters pertaining to seed shipped into the state from 
out-of-state vendors. The federal agency authorizes the State Seed Commissioner to sample seed and 
inspect records pertaining to seed shipments made into Indiana subject to the Federal Seed Act. The 
Federal Seed Act, by virtue of its basic similarity to the Indiana Seed Law, supplements the State Law. 
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ANALYSIS & TESTING METHODS 

The Indiana State Seed Laboratory is an active member of the Association of 
Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) and the methods used for sample preparation and 
analysis are those approved by the Association. Under such “Rules for Testing 
Seeds” a standard analysis has been developed in conjunction with the 

enforcement of labeling laws that furnishes information 
as to the composition of the seed sample and the ability 

of the seed to produce plants. The rules, which are routinely followed, summarize 
and make available the accumulated experience of seed analysts. 

The laboratory also offers a service testing program available to the public. 
Individuals and/or companies requesting analysis information may submit samples to the laboratory for 
testing and specify the type of test or tests desired (purity, germination, noxious weed seed exam). In 
2021, we increased our testing fees. They are $18 per sample for individual purity, germination and/or 
identification tests, and $36 per sample for complete tests (purity, germination, noxious weed seed 
exam). Detailed reports of analysis are furnished to the sender at the completion of the testing. 

 
The laboratory also offers immunoassay strip testing for traits in soybeans, corn and alfalfa. This testing 
is first level testing and can show the presence or absence of these traits. It is accurate to be within 
roughly five percent. If a more detailed test is required, we partner with a lab that conducts PCR DNA 
testing and can quote those tests. 

Our laboratory is staffed by highly qualified professionals, including two nationally certified seed analysts 
certified in both purity and germination testing and one nationally certified seed analyst certified in germination 
testing. These certifications are awarded through the Association of Official Seed Analysts (AOSA) and 
demonstrate our commitment to providing accurate, reliable, and scientifically sound seed analysis. 
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*CL = Correctly labeled, SV = Serious Violation, TV = Technical Violation, MV = Minor Violation



11 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 
 

 

 



12 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



13 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



17 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18 

Office of Indiana State Chemist & Seed Commissioner Annual Seed Regulatory Report 2025 

 

 

 

 

* Based on total count of samples 

 

 

 

 

* Based on total count of violations 

 

 
 

 

56

63

73

94

59

Top 5 Seedsman Sampled

Regulatory Bayer
CropScience LP

Regulatory Burpee Garden
Products

Regulatory Corteva
Agriscience MCS LLC

Regulatory DLF

Regulatory Green Garden
Products
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   *Based on Indiana Noxious Weed Seed  

 

 

 *Based on Indiana Noxious Weed Seed 
 


