
Non-commercial Seed Sharing/Non-commercial Seed Exchange/Seed Library Permit 

On behalf of Seed Distributor: _________________________________________________________ 

DBA(s): 

________________________________                    ________________________________________

Physical Address:     Mailing Address: 

________________________________     ________________________________________ 

________________________________     ________________________________________ 

________________________________     ________________________________________ 

Web Site Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

Seed Distribution Contact Information 

Contact Name:  _____________________ E-mail Address:  ___________________________

Phone Number:  ____________________     Fax Number:  _____________________________

Non-commercial Seed Sharing/Non-commercial Seed Exchange/Seed Library Policy 

 “Non-commercial Seed Sharing” – means that no monetary consideration or compensation may be 
transferred in return for receiving seeds. Additionally, anyone distributing seeds under the rules of this 
definition may not expect, or create the expectation, that seeds must be returned in exchange for 
receiving seeds. If distribution of seeds is found to be in anticipation or connected to money paid for 
work or services rendered by the same person distributing seeds, such distribution shall not be 
considered non-commercial. 

(A) Each container of agricultural, vegetable, and flower seeds distributed for sowing purposes in a non-
commercial setting shall bear thereon or have attached thereto in a conspicuous place a plainly written
or printed label or tag in the English language, conveying the following information:

I. The name of the species or commonly accepted name of kind or kind and variety of each
agricultural seed component present. Hybrids shall be labeled as hybrids.

II. A word or statement indicating if the seed has been treated. And, if treated, must be labeled in
accordance with applicable state and federal laws.

III. Some form of reference identification that provides traceability.

Mark LeBlanc, Ph.D. 
State Chemist &  

Seed Commissioner 

Office of 
INDIANA STATE CHEMIST AND SEED COMMISSIONER 

Protecting Indiana’s Agriculture and Environment - Feed, Fertilizer, Pesticide and Seed 

Purdue University  •  175 South University Street 
West Lafayette, IN 47907-2063 
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IV. Name and city or address of the non-commercial seed sharing entity. 

V.  In lieu of a germination test date, the calendar month and year the seed was donated. 
 

(B) The seed shall be free of foreign material, other than coatings or treatments, including germination 
medium, mulch, fertilizer, pre-planted containers, mats, tapes, or other planting devices. 
 
(C) No distributed container shall hold more than eight (8) ounces of agricultural seed or four (4) ounces 
of vegetable or flower seed. 

(D) Germination and purity analysis is not required, however if a germination or purity percentage is 
noted on the label, it must be noted whether or not the analysis was performed according to the AOSA 
rules for testing seed. 

(E) At each location involved with non-commercial seed sharing a legible and visible sign shall state that 
the seeds being distributed may not meet germination or varietal purity standards prescribed by the 
state seed law. The sign must also state that patented seed or varieties protected by the Plant Variety 
Protection Act will not be accepted or distributed without permission of the certificate holder. 

The Seed program will adopt, by policy, the above definition, and parameters as the criteria to classify 
entities as non-commercial seed sharing. If an entity is operating outside the definition and 
parameters, they will fall under the purview of the law and must meet the requirements of the 
Indiana State Seed Law. 

 

Signed this ________ day of ________________________, 20____, at ___________________________. 

             Seed Distributor Name 

 

Signature:________________________________ 

Title:________________________________                                               

 

 

 

 

Approved Date: ______________________ 

By:  ________________________________ 

Effective Date:  ______________________ 
 
(Beginning on the effective date all quantities must be reported  
and State Seed Commissioner labels are no longer valid) 
 
PERMIT NO:  ________________________ 
 
               DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
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